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Do you have Qualified 
Education Expenses (QEE) 

this year?

No. Sorry, the gains from 
any distribution will be 

taxed as ordinary income, 
plus a 10% penalty.

Sorry, a portion of the 
distribution from the 529 
Plan is taxed as ordinary 

income.

Passed away or terminally 
ill. The gains are taxed as 
ordinary income, but no 

penalty.

Disabled. Up to $18k/year 
can be rolled over to a 529A 

ABLE account without 
penalty.

The distribution from the 
529 Plan is tax-free.

Not sure. Look below to see 
if the expense qualifies.

Reduce QEE by expenses 
for which credit was 
claimed (up to $10k).

Was the Lifetime Learning 
Tax Credit claimed?

Tuition and fees. This is a 
qualified expense for higher 

education, and up to 
$10k/year for elementary/ 

secondary school.
Did the beneficiary pass 

away, become terminally ill 
or have a long-term 

disability?

Add up all Qualified 
Education Expenses for 

the year.

This includes scholarships, 
grants, Veterans educational 
assistance, tax-free parts of 

Pell grants, employer- 
provided educational 

assistance, distributions from 
Coverdell Savings accounts.

Portion of distribution 
taxable as ordinary income 

equals:
529 Plan earnings - (529 
Plan earnings x [AQEE / 
529 Plan Distribution]).

Room and board. This is a 
qualified expense, if 

enrolled half-time or more 
and the cost does not 
exceed the budgeted 

amount set by the school.

Books and supplies (e.g., a 
computer). This is a qualified 

expense, if required for 
enrollment or attendance.

Apprenticeship programs. 
Includes fees, books and 
supplies, and required 

equipment. This is a qualified 
expense if the program is 
registered with the DOL.

Student loan repayment. Up 
to $10k lifetime limit per 

person. An additional $10k 
may be distributed to each of 

the beneficiary's siblings.

Yes

No

Yes

YesNo

No Yes

Is the distribution from the 
529 Plan less than or equal 

to the AQEE?

No

Was the American 
Opportunity Tax Credit 

claimed?

Deduct tax-free 
educational assistance.

You have arrived at 
Adjusted Qualified 

Education Expense (AQEE).

Reduce QEE by expenses 
for which credit was 
claimed (up to $4k).

2024 · IS THE DISTRIBUTION FROM MY 529 PLAN
SUBJECT TO FEDERAL INCOME TAX?

Start Here

© fpPathfinder.com. Licensed for the sole use of TrustStone Wealth Partners, LLC of TrustStone Wealth Partners, LLC. All rights reserved. Used with permission. Updated 12/01/2023.

Do you have Qualified 
Education Expenses (QEE) 

this year?

No. Sorry, the gains from 
any distribution will be 

taxed as ordinary income, 
plus a 10% penalty.

Sorry, a portion of the 
distribution from the 529 
Plan is taxed as ordinary 

income.

Passed away or terminally 
ill. The gains are taxed as 
ordinary income, but no 

penalty.

Disabled. Up to $18k/year 
can be rolled over to a 529A 

ABLE account without 
penalty.

The distribution from the 
529 Plan is tax-free.

Not sure. Look below to see 
if the expense qualifies.

Reduce QEE by expenses 
for which credit was 
claimed (up to $10k).

Was the Lifetime Learning 
Tax Credit claimed?

Tuition and fees. This is a 
qualified expense for higher 

education, and up to 
$10k/year for elementary/ 

secondary school.
Did the beneficiary pass 

away, become terminally ill 
or have a long-term 

disability?

Add up all Qualified 
Education Expenses for 

the year.

This includes scholarships, 
grants, Veterans educational 
assistance, tax-free parts of 

Pell grants, employer- 
provided educational 

assistance, distributions from 
Coverdell Savings accounts.

Portion of distribution 
taxable as ordinary income 

equals:
529 Plan earnings - (529 
Plan earnings x [AQEE / 
529 Plan Distribution]).

Room and board. This is a 
qualified expense, if 

enrolled half-time or more 
and the cost does not 
exceed the budgeted 

amount set by the school.

Books and supplies (e.g., a 
computer). This is a qualified 

expense, if required for 
enrollment or attendance.

Apprenticeship programs. 
Includes fees, books and 
supplies, and required 

equipment. This is a qualified 
expense if the program is 
registered with the DOL.

Student loan repayment. Up 
to $10k lifetime limit per 

person. An additional $10k 
may be distributed to each of 

the beneficiary's siblings.

Yes

No

Yes

YesNo

No Yes

Is the distribution from the 
529 Plan less than or equal 

to the AQEE?

No

Was the American 
Opportunity Tax Credit 

claimed?

Deduct tax-free 
educational assistance.

You have arrived at 
Adjusted Qualified 

Education Expense (AQEE).

Reduce QEE by expenses 
for which credit was 
claimed (up to $4k).

2024 · IS THE DISTRIBUTION FROM MY 529 PLAN
SUBJECT TO FEDERAL INCOME TAX?

Start Here



Disclosures

TrustStone Wealth Partners, LLC (“TrustStone”) is a registered investment adviser located in Chapel Hill, North Carolina.
TrustStone may only transact business in those states in which it is registered, or qualifies for an exemption or exclusion from

registration requirements.

Information presented is for educational purposes only and does not intend to make an offer or solicitation for the sale or purchase
of any specific products or services. Accordingly, this information should not be construed, in any manner whatsoever, as a

substitute for personalized advice from TrustStone. Be sure to first consult with a qualified financial adviser, attorney, and/or tax
professional before implementing any strategy discussed herein.

Any case studies presented are purely hypothetical and do not represent actual clients or results.  Similar, or even positive results,
cannot be guaranteed.  Each client has their own unique set of circumstances so products and strategies may not be suitable for

all people.

Investments involve risk and unless otherwise stated, are not guaranteed. Past performance is not indicative of future
performance.

Insurance products and services are offered and sold through individually licensed and appointed insurance agents.

TrustStone Wealth Partners, LLC
101 Glen Lennox Dr Suite 300, Chapel Hill, NC 27517

Info@TrustStoneWealth.com | (919) 913-8191 | https://www.truststonewealth.com


